White House, President of the USA Jimmy Carter

Dear Mr. Carter!

I turn to you in a difficult time for me and my family.

You know about our tragic situation. Now the final reprisal for our family is being prepared. My husband Vladimir Slepak, who is in prison at the moment, and I have been threatened with a term of imprisonment of up to five years for standing on the balcony of our house in despair and holding a placard inscibed “Let us go to our son in Israel!”

For eight years we have been fighting for our legitimate right to emigrate from the USSR. Now our legitimate action is considered by officials and KGB as an act of hooliganism which “is notable for exceptional cynicism and particular rudeness”.

Our younger son Leonid is now 19 years old and threatened by imprisonment for up to three years for refusing to serve in the Soviet Army. Leonid feels unable to take an oath to the USSR, because he, like our whole family, is a citizen of Israel.

I turn to you, the President of a great state which has signed the Helsinki agreement. Please, make every effort to save our family.

My sincerely respect and hope,

Maria Slepak

June 10 1978, Moscow Gorky street 15-77

