Dear comrade Brezhneva!

Dear Mrs. Carter!

I, the mother of Igor Ogurtsov, who was sentenced to 20 years imprisonment in 1967, make a heartfelt, motherly request to you – save my son!

I know that he is known in USSR and in the West. I receive a lot of warm sincere and sympathetic letters from private persons but the ambivalence of people that possess power and have the ability to help
 this martyr kills me. For 13 years I have patiently waited, hoped
, trusted and prayed: O Lord, stave off that fearful event – the death of my son!
I have been appealing to people on this and that side of the border. Igor is perishing: he is seriously ill, and our request to send him to the Gaaz
 hospital of the Ministry of the Interior in Leningrad for a check-up and treatment was denied. And to save Igor we need not only doctors and medicines but also the normal conditions of human existence. For 13 years he has been in the conditions of the strictest routine, on half-starvation rations without vitamins. Besides that he repeatedly  was subjected to the terrible punishment cells of Vladimir prison, hunger strikes, and the restriction of parcels (1 parcel a year weighing 5 kg, food of specified sort where all food rich in calories and food with vitamins added are excluded, in particular chocolate, cacao, coffee, tea, fruit, onion, garlic). For 6 years he does the very heavy work of a fireman in the penitentiary camp in shifts, in the day and in the night; he writes to us that last year he worked very hard. Now his organism is on the verge of utter destruction, he won’t last long. At the moment, it is perhaps possible to restore his health to some degree if only he could be released.
I don’t know what resources you have at your disposal, but I turn to you and hope for help. Save my son!

Yours sincerely,

[signature] Derevenskova Yevgenia Mikhailovna

May 9 1979

The address of my son: Perm region, Tchusovskoy area, Vsesvyatskaya station [VS] 389/35

My address: 198035 Leningrad, Dvinskaya str. 11-28, tel. 2590630
� In the samizdat copy, this is inserted by hand.


� In the Sakharov Archive this word is absent.


� In the samizdat copy by mistake: Gaza





