Dear Mr. Carter!

It is very important to defend those who suffer for their non-violent struggle for transparency, justice, and for the violated rights of other people. Ours and your duty is to struggle for them. I think many things depend on this struggle – trust between people, trust in solemn promises and, in the end, international security.

Here the situation is difficult, almost unbearable – not only in the USSR but also in all the countries of Eastern Europe. Now on the eve of the Belgrade Conference and in the conditions of an increasing struggle for human rights in Eastern Europe and the USSR, the officials are not keen to make any concessions in the sphere of human rights most needed by society (freedom of thought and information, freedom of religion, freedom to choose one’s country of residence and other freedoms). Unable to wage an honest war of ideas, they intensify repression and try to discredit dissidents. Members of the group for assisting the Helsinki conference in Moscow and Ukraine are persecuted, particularly through provocation in the Moscow metro which must be seriously confronted. Do you know the truth about the state of religion in the USSR – the depressed state of official churches and brutal persecution (arrests, fines, confiscation of children from believing parents) of the churches that achieve independence from state (Baptists, members of the Uniate Church, Pentecostals, TOC and other)? The uninvestigated murder of Baptist Biblenko is one of many examples.
It is very important that the President of the USA continues to make efforts to secure the release of people that are already known to American society and that these efforts yield results. It is very important to continue the struggle to aid people who are seriously ill and female political prisoners. I produce the list of those needing urgent release but it is very important to remember that many others are in the same difficult conditions: Kovalyov, Romanyuk, Dzhemilev, Svetlichny, Gluzman, Ruban, Shtern, Fyodorov Yuri, Makarenko, Sergienko, Ogurtsov, Pronyuk, Semenova Maria, Vins, Moroz, Fedorenko, Superfin. Detailed information about every person is in the “Chronicle-Press” (Ed Klein knows all!)
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