To the President of the USA

Mr. J. Carter

To the Congress of the USA

We, former political prisoners of Soviet prison camps, express our gratefulness to you and American people for your policy of struggle for the observance of human rights and civil liberties in the whole world, and in particular for the right to leave one’s the country.
The last question troubles us especially.

After being convicted for various political reasons, we spent the most part of our youth in prisons. After our release we found ourselves in an environment that is ideologically and psychologically alien to us. The matter is not only the explicit and secret social restraints put on former prisoners. Having our own views about meaning of human life, freedom and personal dignity that are different from official conceptions prevailing in Soviet society, we always encounter misunderstanding, suspicion and hostility. The feeling of being “foreign” has reached an agonizing limit for every one of us.
Regardless of how our external fates turn out, if we remain in the USSR we are doomed to continue dying spiritually. The only alternative is to leave Soviet Union.
The universal ideals of freedom and self-expression that are the foundation of American society, as well as its multinational nature, make your country attractive to us.
As a result of this we ask you and the American Congress to allow us entry and residence in the USA.

At the same time we request to the Chairman of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of USSR L. Brezhnev to grant us exit visa.
Yours sincerely,

Repnikov Vyacheslav Alexeevitch,

Date of birth: August 12 1935, Moscow

Address: 601601 Vladimir region, Strunino, Osipenko str. 17

Served time: 1953-55 – PMHL
 (anti-Soviet agitation, treacherous intentions, an attempt to create a “party”); 1959-69 – Mordovian penitentiary camps (accused of links to the CIA, anti-Soviet agitation)/
Semenov Victor Andreevitch

Date of birth: July 31 1939, settlement No 170, Kislovodsk area

Address: 357371 Stavropol region, Predgorny area, Podkumok station, Yessentukskaya str. 48

Served time: 1959-69 - Mordovian penitentiary camps (attempt to illegally leave the USSR).
Wants to emigrate with his wife.

Ovtchinnikov Evan Vasilyevitch

Date of birth: January 27 1929, village Totchilnoe, Smolensk area, Altai region

Address: 601600 Vladimir region, Alexandrov, 3d Krasnoroshinskaya str. 3-2

Served time: 1958-65 - Mordovian penitentiary camps (high treason), 1966-69 – Ural (failure to report about an attempt of his friend to escape abroad).

Grimm Yuri Leonidovitch

Date of birth: April 16 1935, Moscow
Address: 113054 Moscow, Tatarskaya str. 9a-74

Served time:  1964-66 - Mordovian penitentiary camps (anti-Soviet agitation and propaganda).

Wants to emigrate with his wife and son.

Gedra Romas-Yuozapas

Date of birth: June 18 1944, Palanga

Address: 253780 Palanga, Lithuanian SSR, Yanonio str. 3/1

Served time: 1962-67 - Mordvinian penitentiary camps (attempt to illegally leave the USSR).

Wants to emigrate with his wife.
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