Open letter to the President of the USA Jimmy Carter

“They let forth impudent words.

All who make lawlessness are honored.

They violate your people,  Lord,

And dishonor your heritage”

(Psalm 93:4-5. Source is written illegibly)

Dear Mr. President!

For almost a year you have lead the government of the most powerful country of the world, a country that is a bastion of peace and freedom on our planet for all unfortunates. For this short time your activity and your adherence to your principles in the cause of the defense of human rights has won the approval of all oppressed people in the Soviet Union. Also it was taken eagerly by all dissidents, particularly by believers, that are always being oppressed and abased, by democrats and fighters for civil rights. And in particular it gave cause for enthusiasm among all political prisoners of Soviet penitentiary camps because fairness and freedom are most dear for the people that lost or never had them.
Just America, whose government you lead, has the most moral right to defend human rights everywhere they are violated because American people sent their sons to defend the ideals of free world far abroad for a short time. And if other Western countries did that the situation in the world would be quite different.
Our fate was not of that sort because this is the nature of this regime: if it or its satellites score success on international scene they bring repression against their own people. Unfortunately the people that then came out against American policy in that area or that never agreed to live under (illegible) regime keep silent now although they know well what a bloody battle unleash people that they defend.
Something similar takes place now. American government and you personally, Mr. President, raised the cause of human rights defend to the highest level but unfortunately one can’t say the same about the governments of other Western countries, where It seems t that  not enough attention is paid to this cause.

Taking this opportunity we turn to the American people, to Congress and personally to you, Mr. President, and to all your comrades, and also to all governments, parliaments and peoples of civilized world. We ask you not to pay attention to the theory of non-interference in home affairs because just by this theory the Soviet Union and its satellites want to ensure their right to institute any lawlessness against their own people freely and at the same time to call their countries strongholds of peace and freedom hypocritical.
Wild violation of elementary human freedoms and imprisoning people for long years to penitentiary camps only for expression of their ideas in oral or written form can’t serve to the cause of peace, can’t be justified by hypocritical theories because such practice creates fear and suspicions between folks.
Sixty years have passed since freedom was killed in our country; all personal human rights are eliminated, it is forbidden to express one’s own views in any form. The country has become a stronghold of black reaction and wild obscurantism. It has led to bloody repressions and physical extermination of scores of people in peace time.

This is the progressive bloody balance to their anniversary today. No tyranny in the world in all of human history was capable of such a crime. That’s why, Mr. President, your efforts in the cause of human rights are valuable for us. And it is a pain for us that other governments, parties and groups of free countries are indifferent to this cause.
The experience of history shows that peace between peoples is impossible while justice and human freedoms are violated. Just because of this sharp conflicts between people arise.  Thus, the people that scorn this and say they strive for peace and freedom lie. Precisely this justice and human freedoms are what the people of the Soviet Empire are deprived. Nowhere, in no country of the world was there such persecution for words, no regime felt such fear of free thought and nowhere were so many people exterminated for their views as here. All institutions created by communism in this country think about a person as about a mechanism that has to perform the functions for which it is programmed. All that is done in this society is directed against a person, his will and his wishes. One who has his own wishes and thoughts is hated here. Neither a nation nor a group or some individuals have any right to reveal their originality or unique identity in any form.
A man has never known such a cynical deception of his confidence and such insidious laws that incite him to the trap of lawlessness created by this regime. But dark sides and different vices expand very violently on this ground. As a result of this a man is degraded and loses his face very quickly.

Mass depersonification,  sacrificing human individual freedom  to a tyrannical community and human indoctrination by an atheistic ideology that has become a form of state religion here – all this created a generation of degenerates that lacks any humanity, sympathy and noble impulses, ready to commit any crime against peace and humanity. And although there are no mass bloody repressions in our country now like there were in the first thirty years, it doesn’t mean that the regime has become more humane: the murder of ten innocent persons is the same terrible crime as murder of a million because these ten persons are murdered to remind one million that nothing has changed and it is their future if they will grumble about actual state of affairs.
Repressions against dissidents in the last period is a typical confirmation of this. These repressions came just when communist propaganda expanded a campaign for the calling of a European conference. Even after relevant arrangements were approved for this conference, repressions went on.
Now, at the end of the Belgrade meeting, brutal sentences on members of the “Ukrainian group for monitoring compliance with the Helsinki agreements” (Mikhail Rudenko, Aleksei Tikhii and others) have been passed. That’s why we believe that the defense of human rights is the cornerstone of all modern questions and hope that our appeal will be taken with proper attention not only by you, Mr. President - we have no doubt about you - but we also hope that the whole American people and all people of good will on our planet will make the most possible effort for ensuring the respect of human rights and dignity by all countries of the world.
Let the Lord bless Your high service for the good of justice and peace on the Earth!

Priest Vasily Romanyuk

