
To the President of the USA J. Carter


From Nagapetyan Asya Ovakimovna


(Yerevan, Tchernyshevskogo str. 23-5)

Appeal

I, the wife of Shagen Arutyunyan, and our family make the following request.

My husband is a member of the Armenian Helsinki Group for the Defense of Human Rights. In 1968 he was imprisoned for 3 years for his political views and actions. After his discharge Shagen continued his human rights activity for which he faced the danger of constant persecution by the organs of the government. These persecutions became stronger in 1977 when my husband became one of the founders of the Armenian Helsinki Group. The activities of the group were open and legal. Its main task was the exposure of human rights violations.
Because the officials couldn’t find anything illegal in Shagen’s activity they resorted to outright falsification.

On December 22 1977 as he went to work 6 people caught him, beat him and dragged him into a car. Later it was found out that they were KGB workers. Instead of trying
 the KGB employees for unlawful behavior, the officials said that they condemned my husband for malicious hooliganism and disobedience to officials. Just how unjust the trial was is proven by the fact that we weren’t told the date of the trial and had no possibility to employ a lawyer. On January 18 1978 my husband was, hastily and secretly without relatives and witnesses, condemned in the people’s court of Ordzhhonikidze district of Yerevan and sentenced to 3 years strict regime.
On February 2 his case was considered in the Supreme Court of Armenian SSR, and the judgment was left in force.
After Shagen was arrested our family got into trouble because the officials don’t give me any possibility to find a job, and Shagen was the only breadwinner in our family that consists of four children and an old mother.

Mr. President, turning to you I ask: please, help obtain the release of my husband. His only crime is that he tried to help people.

A. Nagapetyan
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