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[TucbmMo AMepUKaHCKOM acColMalMy MpernojaBaTesieil CIaBIHCKUX U BOCTOYHOEBPOIIEHCKHIX
A3BIKOB B MOAIEPAKKY MexXTyHapOIHOIO HCTOPUKO-IIPOCBETUTEIBCKOTO MPABO3AIIUTHOTO U
OsaroTBopuTeIbHOrO 00IIecTBa « Memopuamy

16 HOs16ps1, 2021

OT UMEHU UCTIOJHUTENBHOIO KOMUTETa AMEPUKAHCKON acCOLMAllMU NPENoAaBaTeNiel CIaBIHCKUX U
BocTOYHOEBpoInehckuX s361k0B (AATSEEL) — opranusaiiuu, 00beIUHSIONICH CIISIUATNCTOB 10
KyJbType Poccuu u Boctounoi EBponibl, — MbI XOTUM BBIPA3UTh CBOIO NOJJEPKKY IPABO3aALIUTHOMY U
HMCTOPUKO-TIPOCBETUTENECKOMY IIEHTPY «MeMopuamy, cTaBuieMy 00beKTOM MOTUTHIECKUX
MpecieIOBaHUI CO CTOPOHBI POCCUNUCKUX BIACTEH.

Kax crano u3sectno, I'enepanbnas npokyparypa Poccuiickoit @eaepaunu u npokypop MocKBbI
MBITAIOTCS 3aKPBITh U 3aIPETUTh 3Ty aBTOPUTETHYIO MEXIYHAPOIHYIO OPraHU3aLHUIO 0 a0CYpIHBIM
OOBUHEHUSIM B «OMPaBAaHUH TEPPOPU3MA U IKCTpEMHU3May. B TedeHune Gosiee 4eM Tpex HecsTUIeTHi
«MeMopuan» BoccTaHaBIHMBaJI HMEHA KEPTB COBETCKOTO TEppOpa U 3aHUMaJIcs HMpoYaiiieid HCTOPUKO-
MIPOCBETUTENBCKOH IEATENBHOCTBIO. «MeMopram» TaKkKe 3alIlal IpaBa TeX MUPHBIX POCCUICKUX
rpaxkJaH, KOTOpPbIE CTANN O0ObEKTaMH MOJUTHUYCCKUX TpeciieioBaHnil B ceroansiHeii Poccun. Kpome
Toro, «Memopuaiom» ObIIIH CO3/IaHBI TIIATEILHO BRIBEPEHHBIE HCTOPHUYECKHE 0a3bl JAHHBIX O JKEPTBaX
noynmtrnaeckux penpeccuii B CCCP n Bocrounoit EBpornie, craBime HEOLEHUMBIM PECYPCOM IS
uccleioBaTenel COBETCKOM NCTOPUHU U He TONBKO AJist HUX. CoOpaHHble « MeMOpHaaoM yHUKaIbHbIE
MaTepHalbl, OTHOCSIINECS K HeOPHUIIUATLHON KYJIBTYpE COBETCKOTO MEPUO/Ia, TAKKE H3YHaIOTCS
CJIaBHCTaMH BCETO MHpA.

JlukBupanus «Memopuaiay 1o TpeGOBaHUIO MIPOKYPATyphl OyAET SIBHBIM JUIsl BCEX 3HAKOM BO3BpAILCHHUS
POCCHIICKOTO rOCYJapCTBa K COBETCKOMY aBTOPHTAPU3MY C MPECIeIOBAHUSIMHE JTF000W TIOIUTHYECKON
KPUTHKHU ¥ TpeOOBaHUSIMH O€30TOBOPOYHON NPEAAHHOCTH PYKOBOJICTBY B KQUECTBE MAaTPHOTHIECKOTO
noxra. bonee Toro, TakuM 0O6pa3zoM OyET co3/1aHa elle o{Ha TPYIINa KEePTB U MyYeHUKOB COBPEMEHHOT'O
poccuiickoro pexxuma. HakoHer, MopaiibHasi MpaBOTa co3/1aTelel U COTPYAHUKOB «MeMopurana» cTaHeT
00BHHEHNEM MPOTHUB MOIUTHYECKOTO PYKOBOJICTBA CTPaHBI HEe TONBKO B Poccnu, HO 1 B ritazax
MEXTyHapOTHOU 0OIIECTBEHHOCTH. TPy IHO MMOBEPUTH, YTO PETIPECCHBHBIE COBETCKUE

MPaKTUKX BO3BpaIaroTcs B Poccuo B CTONb BhI3bIBarOMIEH Gopme.

OObenMHeHHBIE IGHHOCTSIMHA TYMaHNW3Ma M IPaB 4eJIoBeKa, Mbl BO3MYILEHBI IPecieI0BaHuEM
MesxayHapoJHOTO IeHTpa «MeMopHai» U MPOCHM MPOKYPaTypy NPEeKpPaTUTh OE30TBETCTBEHHYIO H
IIOCTBIJTHYIO TPABJIIO MEKTYHAPOAHON ITPABO3ALIUTHON U UCTOPUKO-IIPOCBETUTEIBCKON OpraHu3aluy,
SIBIISTFOLLEHCS] 00pa31oM MOpalld U HAYYHOTO CITY>KEeHHS JJIS1 HAC M HAIIMX KOJUIET TI0 BCEMY MUY .
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AATSEEL LETTER IN SUPPORT OF THE ORGANIZATION “MEMORIAL”

16 November 2021

On behalf of the entire Executive Committee of the American Association of Teachers of Slavic
and East European Languages (AATSEEL), an organization devoted to the study of Eastern
European languages and cultures, we write to express our strong support of the organization
“Memorial,” which is being unfairly targeted by Russian authorities.

According to recent reports, the General Procurator of the Russian Federation and the Procurator
of the city of Moscow are attempting to close down this essential organization. Such a move
would be counter-productive, provoking outrage not only in Russia, but throughout the world.

In the more than three decades of its existence, “Memorial” has sought to preserve the names of
those brutally erased by the inhumanity of the Soviet regime. “Memorial” has likewise
campaigned for peaceful Russian citizens who have been targeted and prosecuted for their
beliefs. As part of their work, they have created thorough and accurate databases that are an
essential tool for scholars. Their offices also house archives with scores of unique materials
(including samizdat) that have been studied by Slavists from around the globe.

If “Memorial” were to be closed, it would suggest that the Russian Federation is returning to the
days of Soviet authoritarianism, where any perceived criticism was punished and where fealty to
the leader was the sole criterion of patriotism. Moreover, it would create a new group of martyrs
whose existence would bring ignominy to the Russian Federation from all corners of the world,
including Russia itself. It is hard to believe that the Russian Federation would want to sacrifice
its international standing to align itself with the most infamous policies of the Soviet Union.

In the name of humanity and human rights, we condemn the actions being taken against
“Memorial” and urge the procurators to reconsider this foolhardy and heavy-handed attempt to
intimidate an internationally respected organization of rare integrity.
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